
 

MEDIA ADVISORY 
 

Fatal, Costly and Outdated Hazards of  
Route 9A Lead Briarcliff Officials and 

Residents to Call on State to Take Action 
Ask for Department of Transportation to conduct study and address 

dangerous conditions without further delay 
 
WHEN: October 29, 2019 – 10:30 a.m.  
 
WHERE: Route 9A (Parking: 51 Route 100, Briarcliff Manor)  
 
WHAT:  So much has changed in the past century. Route 9A isn’t one of them. 
Now local residents, business owners and elected officials are calling on the 
State Department of Transportation to immediately commence a study of the 
Briarcliff/Ossining corridor in order to fully appreciate the challenges and 
formulate a plan to improve safety and other essential concerns along Route 
9A.  
 
Opened in 1933, Briarcliff Manor’s two-mile stretch of Route 9A sees more 
than 40,000 commuters daily. Yet the roadway is not only outdated, it is 
costly, dangerous and deadly. Emergency personnel responded to nearly 120 
accidents along this stretch in 2018 alone, averaging one every three days. 
Many of these incidents resulted in severe injuries, amputations and even 
death – including, tragically, Briarcliff resident Michael Knight Jr., 44, this past 
June and Peekskill High counselor Lenroy Stevens, 27, of White Plains in 2014. 
Multiple fatalities were narrowly avoided by the fate or luck in 2004 after a 
tanker truck carrying 4,700 gallons of gasoline collided with a small car, 
setting off a fireball six stories high and trapping the drivers of both vehicles 
inside.  
 



 
The time for action is now. Clearly the DOT needs to undertake a plan that 
addresses the unacceptably high level of accidents, as well the daily traffic 
backups, dangerous pedestrian crossings and the strains on local police, fire 
and EMS responders imposed by this outdated and grossly inadequate 
highway.  
 
WHO:  
Steven A. Vescio, Briarcliff Manor Mayor 
Police, Fire, EMS   
Residents  
Business Owners  
Local Elected Officials  
 
MEDIA: Geoff Thompson, Thompson & Bender | c: 914-409-3433 
 
  


